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RECORDED.The Phoenix Suns are still in need of a franchise talent in the 2017 NBA Draft. There’s been no shortage of belief
that the Suns’ top pick won’t come until Thursday, when they make their first selection at No. 9. The debate on which player the
Suns should target in the draft is getting heated. Some have even suggested head coach Jeff Hornacek will hit the button on the

draft board and pick Duke’s Marvin Bagley III with the ninth overall pick. The player some believe would be a perfect fit in
Phoenix is Arizona’s Deandre Ayton. Hornacek is a longtime friend of Ayton’s, as the Suns head coach watched him in high

school. So, while Hornacek has continually preached patience and taking the right player with the nine overall pick, there is little
doubt he is intrigued by what the freshman has done for the Wildcats. “I liked him from the time I saw him play,” Hornacek

said during a recent Suns practice. “The college game has really changed. I think he’s going to be a stud in this league for a long
time.” Ayton, who is 6-foot-10 and 245 pounds, had a breakout season last year for the Wildcats. Ayton averaged 22 points and

12 rebounds in college, and also shot nearly 70 percent from the field and 60 percent from the free-throw line. Ayton was a
unanimous first-team All-American in the nation and should be among the top players in the draft. “He’s a great kid,” Hornacek
said. “He’s been very good to me on my trips up and down. I haven’t coached him yet. But I would certainly like to.” The Suns
now have a potential target at No. 9. Where exactly will the hornets go? Let’s take a closer look at five players who are widely

believed to be Phoenix’s top choices: Marvin Bagley III, Duke Bagley would be an ideal fit in the triangle, as he has the size and
basketball
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